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INSTRUCTIVE AMUSEMENT FOR EVERYBODY. 


No better and no more amusing pastime could be devised 
to while away long winter evenings, than the production of so 
called Shadowgraphs. 


The necessary paraphernalia are very inexpensive and 
easily obtainable. 


The human hand, the most perfect of instruments posseses 
in a most extraordinary dergree the faculty of being able to be 
brought into such an endless, rapid and surprising number of 
changes, that the student having mastered the production of sha- 
dows described, in these pages, can with a little ingenuity invent 
and produce an almost unlimited variety of subjects and scenes 
which will stimulate him to further efforts in this direction. 


The engraving on the following page shows the position 
which the performer takes between the screen and the light. 


For home amusement it will be sufficient to spread out a 
sheet of white cloth between two rooms, The sharpness of the 
outlines of the shadows depends on the light thatis used. A 
candle will do quite well for the home amusement, or else a kerosene 
lamp, preferably one with a round burner, The size of the 
- shadows is regulated by the distance the performer stands. 


For public performance in Theatres or Halls, the use of 
Calcium light is best adapted. 


The engraving showing the position of hands are so accu- 
rate that it requires but a few explenatory remarks, 
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Bend the wrist of the right hand, the thumb against the first finger and hold 
sideways toward the light, Place the left hand on the right one, the little finger 
atretched out,the tip against the second point of the first finger of the right hand. 
The third finger bent so as to form the eye. The movement ofthe mouth is 
produced by the little finger of the right hand. 


THE OX. 


Turn the back of the left hand towards the light the fingers half closed, 
Place closed right hand under the left separate at the kunckles so as to form the 
open mouth. By sligbtly moving several times the fingers forming the mouth a 
very natural and lifelike appearence as given to the picture. 


THE RABBIT. 


Roll up your sleeves, place left hand on the right one back 
to back, the small finger of the left hand closed and held in the 


hollow of the hand. — By moving second and third fingers of the 
right and left a lifelik appearancee is produced, 
THE WOLF. 
O 2 


Raise first finger of the left hand and bend it a little to the 
right lower the other fingers so as to holding them sideways that 
the light strikes them as if there was only one, the thumb hidden 
under the hand, the right hand is placed in a similar position, 
the first finger is bent to form the front of the head and the eye, 
To give the picture a lifelike appearance move the little finger of 
the right hand that represents the lower mandible. 


THE GOAT. 


Join first and second finger of the right hand the thumb 
against the fingers, The third finger represents the lower jaw and 
the bent small finger the goatee, The palm of the left hand 
pressed against last joint of the first finger of the right hand, third 
finger bent so as to form the eye. 


THE CAT. 


Replace the sleeve on the left arm and hold at right ends, 
close the hand, back toward the light, the first and little fingers 
hold higher then the others to form the ears, Place right arm 
over the left holding with the hand the elbow of the right hand, 
the extended first finger forming the tail, 


THE (DUCK. 


Bend the second finger of the right hand and keep it pressed 
to the base of the thumb, the first finger bent and held against the 
tip of the thumb forms the eye, and the two other fingers held 
apart forms the bill. The lett hand with extended fingers held side- 
ways against the right with the back towa rd the light forms the wile 
a trembling movement of the left hand imparts life to the picture, 
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Hold the palm of right naud against the closed fingers of 
the left. Place the right thumb under the left one, the movement 
of the thumbs produces the opening and closing of the bill. . 


THE FLYING PIGEON. 


Turn palms of hands towards the light, pass left hand before 
the right and cross the thumbs over each other, Move finger ends 
to represent the workings of the wings, 


THE SWAN. 


Bend the bare right arm, the fingers of the hand hold simi- 

_ jary as described for the duck with the exception that the third 

finger instead of being hidden in the hand is held out to form the 

bill together with the little finger, the left hand with extended 
finger held against the right arm to form the wings, 


THE BULLDOG. 


Close your right hand but without the fingertips touching 
the palm. Place the other hand on it with extended thumb, the 
four fingers bent and resting with the tips on the third joints of 
the right hand, so arranged that the hollow space forms 
the eye. Imitate the barking of the dog by succesive jerks of 
both hands at the same time, move quickly the thumb of the 
right hand that forms the lower jaw. 


THE ELEPHANT. 


Place the left hand on the right. the thumb held against the 
right wrist to form the under lip. The right hand held high enough 
to form space for the eye. bend and straighten the fingers of the 
right hand to imitate the movement of the trunk, move slowly, 


THE COOK. 
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This figure is produced by using hands seperatly, A piece 
of cardboard cut in the shape as shown in the engraving forms 
the cap, The left hand with the cardboard is held with the back 
towards the light, quite close toit so as to enlarge the shadow. 
The right hand is placed between the light and the screen distant 

- enough from the left hand to show half of the arm in proportion 
to the size of the head. 


Scenes of imaginary cooking and testing the food, expressing 
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THE BUTCHER. 


The right hand represents the profile of the face, the left 
hand with closed fingers held over the right one forms the cap, the 
moving of the fingers of the right hand imparts life to the picture. 


THE INDIAN. 


The nose is formed by the first finger of theleft hand, the 
finger slightly bent and a little behind the first finger forms the 
upper lip, the second and little finger forms the nether lip. 


THE. DAGO., 


First finger of the right hand slightly bent, the thumb pushed 
forward, the three other fingers bent toward the palm, The palm 
of the left hand A on the fleshy part of the right thumb, the 
fingers close together and the thumb extended as faras possible 


so as to form nearly a straight line with the other thumb, 


THE PREACHER. 


Place left hand in position and arrange sleeve as shown In 
the engraving, the right arm kept very near the light to givea 
large shadow. Between the fingers of the right hand is helda 
piece of cardboard cut out to represent the preachers baret. 

The moving of the thumb represents the gesticulations of 
the hand. The scene is represented by first throwing the shadow 
of the pulpit, the preacher appears from below until he asemes — 


his position and delivers his sermon in amore or less exited » 


THE NEGRO, 


Bend the first joints of the left hand the thumb held by tk 
first finger andi the back towards the light, Place the righ 
hand on top of the left slightly rounded up, the tips of the fir 
finger resting on the third joint of the four fingers of the left han¢ 


On opening the fingers of the left hand ‘the movement of the lip 
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THE FISHERMAN. 

For this figure cut ont from cardboard a boat, a hat, and a 
fish. Get a piece of wire with a ring at the end to fit the thumb, 
fasten the fish to the end of the wire and bend it so as to represent 
a rod and line. Another wire with asimilar ring near one 
end and flattened at the other, represents the oar, work the thumb 
with the oar backwards and forwards aud eradualy pass the boat 
along as in the act of rowing until it passes out of light. 

When out of range of light, change the oar for the fishing 
rod, Make the figure appear as if looking into the water for fish. 
suddenly put ihe figure forward and jerk up the line exposing the 
fish, shake the head quickly giving the figure expression of 


laughing over the good luck. 


*THE GRANNY. 


Same position of the left hand as in the Indian, only th 
fingers held a little closer together, 


THE DEVIL. 


Form with the right hand a face with crooked nose, and | 
voatee, The left hand with the first and second finger extende 


THE BALLET GIRL. 
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THE JOCKEY. 
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PANTOMINE. 


Cut out from cardboard a house, a helmet, headdress and 
caps as shown in engraving, Have made from tin a trumpet, a 
bottle, a candle stick and a jug each with a ring attached to fit the 
thumb, The first figure to appear isa Lady, who enters the house, 
next comes the dude, knocks at the door with thumb, and lady 
appears on the baleony. Lady comes to front door invites the 
dude in, lady goes in followed by dude, Masher appears, goes to 
the door and knocks, Dude appears at the window, leans over 
and hits masher on the head, comes out of house and fights masher, 
Policeman appears, knocks at the door, lady comes out gives 
policeman a bottle, Policeman drinks returns bottle and kisses 
lady, Appears Dutch Musician playing trumpet under the balcony, 
Old man with candle and night cap appears on the balcony, leans 
over and hits the dutchman, The later not making move to retire, 
the old man brings out ajug of water and pours it over the 
dutchman. 


Fine sand poured from the jug represents the water, 
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